
 

 

 

Kokomo High School Class of 2021 graduation speaker Lydia Emry will 

attend the University of Vermont in the fall on a Presidential Scholarship to 

study environmental science. Following is Lydia’s graduation speech: 

 

Since the beginning of high school, the teachers and faculty of Kokomo 

High School quotidianly emphasized the importance of legacy onto our student 

body. Through our personal experiences, each and every individual will be leaving 

their own unique legacy on Kokomo High School; whether it be one of 

sportsmanship through athletics, teamwork through music, leadership through 

clubs, or studiousness through academics. We have each paved our own individual 

legacies throughout our four years at Kokomo High School. Together, we as a 

graduating class have culminated a joined legacy of success, determination, and 

resiliency. 

We have all heard the phrase “Legacy Matters,” but what does it really 

mean? A legacy is a situation that has developed over time as a result of past 

actions and decisions. Throughout high school, we have all made a series of 

choices that yielded varying consequences—good and bad. These choices have 

culminated to create our reputations, and over the years, these have created our 

legacies. 

As seniors, the underclassmen look up to us for support and guidance. The 

legacies we have created and left upon our community impact the extent of success 

that may fall upon those who come to us for advice. Not only are our legacies 

impactful to members of our community, but they impact the high school 

experiences of individuals throughout the world. Every year, Kokomo High School 



receives a multitude of international students, many of whom come from cultures 

that are vastly different from our own. The relationships we build leaves a lasting 

legacy of awareness and cultural understanding to these students, and allows them 

to leave their own legacies of initiative and open-mindedness onto our community. 

As we become more knowledgeable of other cultures, we are able to realize that no 

matter how differently our backgrounds are, we are more similar than we are 

different, helping us become a more globally-minded society. After high school, 

our legacies will begin to fall into action, with students following in our footsteps 

to successfully navigate through their senior year amidst a pandemic, while having 

the resiliency to see it through until the end, and having the determination to lead 

successful lives after high school.  

In closing, I would like to take the opportunity to reflect upon our final 

moments in high school, so that we may recognize and appreciate the tribulations 

we have all endured throughout our past four years, and more specifically, 

throughout the past fourteen months of the pandemic. Let us think back on our 

most challenging moments, and remind ourselves that we overcame it. Let us 

reminisce on our anxieties, because without them, we would not know success. 

Our lives are full of choices, and the successes we cultivated led us to the places 

we are today. Congratulations class of 2021, we’ve made it.  

Thank you. 


